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Freedmen and women
Wednesday 7th December

LO: to understand the life of enslaved people who were freed













Watch the video on the website



Freedmen and women
Manumission
• There were two common 

ways a slave might be 
legally manumitted (freed):


• Either the slave and 
master might appear 
before a magistrate 
who would touch the 
slave with a rod to 
signify that he/she was 
now free  
(‘per vindicatam’);


• Or a master would 
state in his will that he 
wished to free some or 
all of his slaves.

Key vocabulary


‘manumission’ 

The act of freeing a 
slave was known as 
‘manumission’, from 

the Latin words 
‘manus’ (hand) and 
‘mittere’ (to send)
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Complete the worksheet
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The law and ‘liberti’





Ongoing bonds between ‘liberti’ & ‘domini’
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You may draw and label a diagram
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